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LITERATURE. 137 

Essays on the Materialistic Conception of History, by Antonio Lab- 

rioi,a. Tr. by Charles H. Kerr. Charles H. Kerr & Co., Chicago, 

1904. pp. 246. 
Feuerbach. The Roots of the Socialist Philosophy, by Frederick 

EnGELS. Tr. with critical introd. by Austin Lewis. Charles H. 

Kerr & Co., Chicago, 1903. pp. 133. 
Labriola's book anticipates the jubilee of the Communist Manifesto 
of 1848 which marks the advent of this movement into history. The 
first part is entitled " The Materialistic Conception of History," and 
assumes that everywhere civilization is now developing a class antag- 
onism between those who work and produce wealth and those who do 
not, so that each state comprises two nations in one. The ideals of 
the former working class of the reign of equality and happiness and 
the different forms which these ideals have taken in the minds of lead- 
ing writers of the half century under review are stated. The economic 
factor of history explains most of it. The rest is largely verbiage and 
ideology. The conceptions of Engels and Marx that underlie economic 
structures on the whole needs to be supplemented by understanding 
" those concrete and precise states of mind " which alone can make 
us really know the plebeians of Rome, the artisans of Florence, the 
peasants of France, the serfs of Russia, and this would constitute social 
psychology and free us from mere phrase makers. To effect this 
emancipation is the historic mission of the modern proletariat. 

The author and his translator, Austin Lewis, agree in regarding 
Feuerbach's exaltation of humanitarianism as religion as one of the 
motives of the new socialism. He discovered the material foundations 
of the religious world and his theory would have led to a bourgeoise 
society instead of to a new associated humanity. He failed to see that 
religious feeling itself is a product of society. 

Social Ethics. An introduction to the Nature and Ethics of the State. 

By James Mei,vii,i,e Coleman. The Baker & Taylor Co., New 

York, 1903. pp. 357. 
Among all the social studies from various standpoints there was, 
in this author's opinion, grave need of a Christian cosmic philosophy, 
not like that of Herbert Spencer, on a basis of matter and motion, but 
regarding the facts of the universe from the position of Jesus. More 
important chapters treat the nature of the state, and social institutions, 
their relation to the church and the individual, the social mind, con- 
science, and other forces, state sovereignty, law, authority, the social 
confession of Christ, and what constitutes a Christian state. The au- 
thor's bete noire is Weismann and Kidd whose chief position, as he 
thinks, is that there is instant retrogression the moment conflict and 
struggle cease. At the point where this occurs Weismann ' ' puts his 
stage, which he calls panmixia, where the hostile social elements have 
coalesced through marriage or otherwise so that competition is unable 
to work. This is the beginning of social death, says Weismann." 
Against this position the author arrays his resources. He finds ar- 
rayed against himself most of current expert opinion, and it must be 
confessed that the view he represents does not seem to be brought out 
here with all the fullness of which it is capable. 

Hobbes, by Sir Leslie Stephen. (English Men of Letters.) Mac- 
millan & Co., Ltd., London, 1904. pp. 243. 
This work was not seen through the press by the author, but his 
friend, F. W. Maitland, has performed this function and here and there 
made slight additions where the need seemed obvious. The first sixty- 
seven pages are devoted to the life of Hobbes; and the world, man, 



